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brought to justice.1 In one of the trials of the United Irishmen,
it appeared that at a baronial committee near Carrickfergus,
the question of assassination had been formally discussed, that
a resolution had been moved and supported, among others by
William Orr, demanding that any man who either recommended
or practised it should be expelled from the society, but that this
resolution had been rejected. In one of the papers seized at
Belfast, the following sentence occurs, which is not the less
significant because its grammar shows the class of persons from
whom it emanated. c Your county committee thinks that if there
is any United Irishman on the jury, that will commit any of the
prisoners, that is confined for being United Irishman^ ought to
lose their existence.'2

In the summer of 1797, a secretly printed paper, called the
c Union Star,' appeared in Dublin, openly advocating assassination,
and holding up to popular vengeance many particular persons.
Its owner, editor, and printer, was a gunsmith named Walter
Cox, and it was printed on only one side in order that it might
be affixed to the walls. In December, the Government succeeded
in suppressing it, the editor having, it appears, voluntarily given
himself up, and promising, on condition of pardon, to disclose all
that he knew. The terms were accepted, and Cooke had a cu-
rious conversation with him, which he reported at length to
Pelham. Cox stated that he was the sole author and publisher
of the paper, and that he had latterly continued the publication
6 more from vanity than mischief.' c He says,' continues Cooke,
c that he has been for some time against continuing the scheme
for making a separation from England, because he thought it
would not succeed ; thinks it will if there be an invasion. Lord
Edward Fitzgerald and O'Connor have been often with him.

1 Pelham to Colonel Brownrigg,     Lord Carhampton's lodges, and that

May 20 ; Camden to Portland, May     he actually murdered two other men'

30.    Pelham,   writing   to   England,     (Nov. 1, 1797):   Dunn, in his confes-

says :  ' The proneness to murder is     sion, stated that the murder of Lord

sufficiently proved in the trials of the     Carhampton was regularly discussed

conspirators against Lord Carhamp-     in a haronial committee.    This trial

ton.     The assassination  of   all in-     was   published.    Some   particulars

formers is part of the system of the     relating to it will be found in   a

United Irishmen, and too many have     pamphlet called Application of Bar-

fallen victims to it.   Dunn, who was     ritel's Memoirs of Jacobinism to the

convicted   of   having    intended   to     Secret Societies of Ireland and Great

murder Lord Carhampton, acknow-     Britain (London, 1798), pp. 18-21.
ledged   that   he   planned .  .  .  the          2 Madden,   i.  537;   Secret   Com-

murder of a father and son in one of     viittee, Appendix, p. xxvii.